





Landing and Shutdown

Once on the ground, the helicopter engine may be shut down and
the rotor system stopped with the rotor brake, This eliminates the
greatest hazard around any helicopter: the rotating blades of the
main and tail rotor. (Note: The MD 902 aircraft has a NoTAR - no

tail rotor - system.) In some cases the patient may be loaded or
unloaded with the aircraft running (*hot loading” or “hot unloading”).
In such a case, extreme caution should be used and all directions
from the pilot or flight crew must be followed. We ask that the
following rules be strictly adhered to by everyone present.

Approaching the helicopter

+ No one is allowed on the helipad/landing site when the
blades are in motion unless directed by the pilot.

« Never, at any time or for any reason, is anyone permitted
rearward of the horizontal stabilizer on the tail boom of
the aircraft. See Fig. 2.

= Always approach the helicopter from the front, well within the
pilot's field of vision, and only after making eye-to-eye contact
with the pilot.

« Gurneys should not have mattress pads, IV poles, sheets,
blankets or ather loose articles on them when brought near
the helicopter to load or unload a patient.

- Ball caps should be removed prior to approaching
the helicopter.

+ On sloping terrain, always approach and depart the helicopter
from the downhill side of the slope. See Fig. 1.

Helipad/landing site activity

+ Mo vehicles (police cars, fire trucks, rescue units, ambulances,
etc.) are to be driven on the helipad within 30 feet of the
blade diameter of the helicopter.

+ Due to the presence of oxygen aboard the helicopter and the
possibility of flammable liquids in the vicinity of an accident
scene, there will be no smoking within 50 feet of the aircraft.

« While on the helipad, never run or chase after an item that has
dropped from the aircraft or from your hand. No running or
horseplay of any type within 50 feet of the helipad.

« Never lift any object higher than your head; a rotor strike can
be a fatal and expensive accident,



+ To prevent unwanted interference and to provide helipad
security, no one other than emergency rescue personnel is
allowed within 100 feet of the aircraft.

« Emergency crew should not be within 20 feet while the
blades are in motion unless directed by the pilot or flight crew.

« The flight crew will close all doors on the helicopter and will
get any equipment out of the helicopter as needed. Please
do not touch any moving components or the canopy on
the aircraft.

Pre-Departure

The following will help assure patient and helicopter safety, and
help minimize any hazards to those in the vicinity of the landing
zone during takeoff.

Readying the patient

+ The flight crew will counsel the patient about being flown
in the helicopter.

All patients will be secured to their stretchers with safety belts.
In addition, patients with known seizure disorders, intoxicated
patients, those under the influence of psychotropic agents,
overdose patients or any patient who, in the opinion of the
pilot or flight crew, might represent a danger to himself/herself
or the aircraft or crew, will be restrained with leg and arm or
chest restraints, or may be transported by ground at the
discretion of the flight crew.

« The pilot and flight crew will supervise both the loading
and unloading of the patient.

The landing site manager should ensure that the tail of the
aircraft is clear and the landing site as a whole is clear for the
aircraft to depart the area. All bystanders are to be kept clear
of the landing area.

Cardiac defibrillation aboard the helicopter is a safe procedure,
provided that all persons remain clear of both the patient and
the stretcher.



Engine Start and Takeoff

« Once the patient is loaded and the engine is started,
it is important to keep the landing zone clear of
bystanders and other personnel.

+ From the time the engine is started, it takes several
seconds to run up and lift off.

+ The noise and blowing dust can cause extreme hazards;
cover your eyes and protect your hearing from the noise.

« No one is allowed within 100 feet of the helicopter during
its departure.

« At night, no spotlights or vehicle headlights should be
aimed at the aircraft during its departure. If a spotlight
must be used, shine it on obstructions overhead and out
of the departure path of the helicopter.

Without the assistance of peaple in the field, no medical transport
program can function effectively, safely and productively.

At Cox Air Care, we want to keep each transport safe for

everyone involved. With your help, we can do that.

If you have any questions that are not answered in this booklet,
please call 417/269-4040.
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