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Using the Online Catalog to Find
Library Books and Journals



Most college students have probably searched a library catalog.
Most students probably also know that the catalog

will provide details about the booksand journalsa library owns.

Online Catalog
(replaced the card catalog)

Card Catalog
(before computers)

Filed index cards provided
information

about each item a library owned.



While all libraries are different,
most collect both books and periodicals/serials.

A ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άƳƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
only one timeon a specific topic.
e.g. Adventures of Tom Sawyer

MONO = single or one
GRAPH = writing or writer

Books



Periodical:! ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ άǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭƭȅέΦ Either daily
(as with most newspapers), weekly, monthly, quarterly, or any
other time frame designated by the publisher.

e.ƎΦ {ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘ bŜǿǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ aŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ
or New England Journal of Medicine

Serial: Continuation for an undetermined amount of time.

e.g. serial killer, serial drama (soap operas), T.V. show Law & Order

Periodicals/Serials
a.k.a. magazine or journal
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A few words about Periodicals or Serials

Is it a �u���P���Ì�]�v���Y
�^�D���P���Ì�]�v���•�_��are periodicals or serials published for leisure
or entertainment purposes. 

�Y�}�Œ���]�•���]�š������journal?
� �̂:�}�µ�Œ�v���o�•�_��areperiodicals or serials published for professional or scholarly 

purposes. For example, a journal is likely to publish the results 
of a research project.  Or, it may provide articles discussing trends
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ.

Handout:
Is it a Scholarly Journal or a Popular Magazine?


